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was usual fifteen or twenty years ago. Ostracism
is more likely to visit a white man who crosses the
line. There is no means of knowing the actual
amount of illicit intercourse, but the most compe-
tent observers believe it to be decreasing. Though
the percentage of mulattoes has increased since
1890, according to the census, the figures are con-
fessedly inaccurate, and the increase can be easily
accounted for by the marriage of mulattoes with
negroes, and the consequent diffusion of white
blood. An aspiring negro is likely to seek a mu-
latto wife, and their children will be classed as
mulattoes by the enumerators.

Except for the demagogues, whose abuse of the
negro is their stock in trade, the most bitter de-
nunciations come from those nearest *to him in
economic status. The town loafers, the cotton
mill operatives, the small farmers, particularly the
tenant farmers, are those who most frequently
clash with both the impertinent and the self-re-
specting negro. In their eyes self-respect may not
be differentiated from insolence. If a negro is not
servile, they are likely to class him as impertinent
or worse. The political success of Blease of South
Carolina, Vardaman of Mississippi, and the late
Jeff. Davis of Arkansas is largely due to their